abalone, but no effect of AbVH exposure was observed on the haemolymph antiviral activity.
33
These results suggest that abalone mount an initial cellular immune response to AbHV infection, 34 but this response cannot be sustained under high viral loads, leading to mortality. During the subclinical phase of infection, the level of SO and antiviral activity against HSV-1
134
were not significantly different between AbHV-exposed and control groups (Table 1) . However,
135
the mean THC in AbHV-exposed abalone increased over time and pair-wise analysis detected 136 significant difference in THC between AbHV-exposed and control abalone on day 3 (Table 1) . sampled and all were PCR-positive for AbHV ( Supplementary Fig. 1 ). In addition, 29 healthy-148 looking but virus challenged abalone were sampled from days 5-7, and of these 23 were PCR- Great Southern Waters Pty Ltd, Indented Head, Victoria, for providing abalone. 
